
MATHEMATICS EDUCATION
MA GRADUATE PROGRAM
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ANNUAL STIPEND OF UP TO:

STUDENTS MUST HAVE THE 
FOLLOWING… 
• BA or BS degree in Mathematics Education.
  (or equivalent credentials as approved by the department)

• Recognized state teacher certification.

• GRE General Test score.

• TOEFL score. 
   (for international applicants without English as a first language)

Application deadline March 1

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 



FACULTY RESEARCH AREAS:

Douglas L. Corey, PhD 
University of Michigan, 2007
Corey’s interests include understanding the 
characteristics of high-quality mathematics 
instruction and what mathematical knowledge 
teachers need to help students develop 
mathematical understanding. Current projects 
include studying the conceptions of high-quality 
instruction of expert teachers and international 
comparisons of instructional quality.

Kate R. Johnson, PhD
Michigan State University, 2013
Research interests include illuminating and 
understanding the influence of teacher identity 
on the practice of teaching mathematics for 
social justice and learning to teach. Current 
research projects focus on developing 
understanding about how teachers learn to 
teach mathematics for social justice, how 
people discuss the role of race and gender 

in mathematics education, and how religious 
identity influences understanding about issues 
of social justice.

Steven R. Jones, PhD
University of Maryland, 2010
Research is currently focused on (a) calculus 
teaching and learning from first-semester through 
multivariate (and beyond) and (b) applying 
mathematics to science and engineering (at 
any grade level). Recent projects have been 
centered on understanding the definite integral 
in mathematics and science contexts and how 
ideas from physics can help students understand 
the limit and derivative concepts. Other interests 
include the philosophy and history of mathematics 
and statistics education.

Keith R. Leatham, PhD 
University of Georgia, 2002
Leatham focuses on understanding the 
complexities of teaching and learning to teach 
mathematics. Current research includes ways to 
restructure the student teaching experience to 
focus more on students’ mathematical thinking 
and exploring how classroom mathematics 
discourse can meaningfully build on that thinking.

Blake E. Peterson, PhD 
Washington State University, 1993
Interested in the Japanese professional 
development of lesson study, Peterson researches 
the process of learning to teach mathematics in 
the United States and in Japan. A key element in 
learning to teach is learning to use and build on 
student mathematical thinking, which requires 
anticipating student thinking -- a fundamental 
part of the lesson study process.

Daniel K. Siebert, PhD 
UC—San Diego, 2000
Research interests include discourse and 
literacy in mathematics classrooms. Current 
research projects focus on how students learn 
mathematical discourse and how a literacy 
perspective can be used to support mathematics 
teaching and learning.  

Dawn Teuscher, PhD
University of Missouri, 2008
Teuscher studies how national policy and 
mathematics curriculum influences teachers and 
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What are you researching?
I am researching how preservice secondary 
mathematics teachers design mathematical 
tasks. I am looking at what considerations the 
preservice teachers attend to as they design 
tasks and the factors that influence those 
considerations. 

What do you hope your research will accomplish?
Designing good mathematical tasks for 
instruction is a vital skill for mathematics 
teachers. A better understanding of how 
preservice teachers design tasks could lead 
to an improvement in how preservice teachers 
are taught the complicated skill of task design.

What kind of equipment does the Mathematics 
Education Department offer? 
In the classroom where I will be collecting 
data, there are built–in video–cameras that I 
can control from the side of the room. I can 
zoom in and out and scan the room easily 
and without distracting the students, which 
will be incredibly useful for my data collection.

How do you like Provo?
I like how the faculty at BYU expect a lot from 
their graduate students so that we gain a good 
understanding of the field, but they also make 
resources available to us to help us to live up to 
those expectations. BYU is a good place to do 
graduate studies in math education because the 
faculty members are invested in helping their 
graduate students excel in their coursework 
and in their research.  They have enriched 
my understanding of teaching and learning.

What are your future plans? 
After graduation, I could go back to teaching 
secondary mathematics or teach in a community 
college. This program has given me an expanded 
understanding of what it means to teach 
mathematics well, so I think that I will be a 
better teacher after graduating. I may also go 
on to a PhD program in mathematics education.

Name:   Betsy Zwahlen

Hometown:  Layton, Utah

BS degree:  Mathematics education, 

  BYU—Idaho ‘05

Research area:  Designing mathematical tasks 

Likes:   Learning new things, reading,   

                 exercise classes

THE PROGRAM - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Students in the BYU MA of Mathematics Education 
program will benefit from a truly unique experience. 
Our department values close, detailed mentoring 
of each graduate student as an active member of 
our scholarly community, which is devoted to the 
exploration of and inquiry into the learning and 
teaching of mathematics. 
   
The program benefits from an outstanding 1:2 
full-time student/faculty ratio. Students are given 
exceptional opportunities for meaningful learning 
experiences. We aim to immerse our graduate 
students in mathematical exploration, inquiry, analysis 
and exposition. Such an environment encourages 
students to explore new mathematical understanding 
in both personal and social contexts. Graduate 
students work closely with faculty in personal areas 
of interest, conducting research studies, writing 
reports for publication and developing innovative 
approaches to teaching and learning. 
  
The cumulative experiences of our program leaves 
students well-prepared to secure entrance into top 
mathematics education doctoral programs, take on 
important leadership roles in schools throughout the 
nation, and return to classrooms better equipped 
to make a difference in students’ lives.

CURRICULUM - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Course requirements are flexible, and students 
are able to work with their advisors to design a 
tailor-made program that combines deepening 
of mathematical understanding, development of 
pedagogical insights, and engagement in research 
in learning and teaching mathematics. A typical 
student will take a combined 24 hours in mathematics 
education and advanced mathematics courses.

FOR MORE INFO GO TO MATHED.BYU.EDU

This program has given me an expanded understanding 
of what it means to teach mathematics well; I will be a 
better teacher after graduating. I may also go on to a 
PhD program in mathematics education.

“
”— Betsy Zwahlen

students. Research projects include analyzing 
how secondary mathematics teachers shift 
their teaching to focus on student thinking 
and how that shift helps students, and 
analyzing precalculus students’ mathematical 
understanding of rate of change and functions 
as they enter calculus.  

Steven R. Williams, PhD
U of Wisconsin-Madison, 1989
Advanced mathematical thinking (including 
calculus concepts, advanced algebra and proof), 
and sociocultural approaches to knowledge 
and classroom discourse are some of Williams’ 
research interests. Past research projects include 
studies in abstract and linear algebra, proof, limit 
concepts, classroom discourse, and knowledge 
construction through discourse.

ALREADY A TEACHER? - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
The program was purposefully designed to 
permit practicing teachers to pursue their 
Master’s Degree part time while continuing 
to teach full time. Mathematics Education 
graduate courses begin at 4:30 pm and a 
different course is offered each Summer term. 
Students can take several elective courses 
from other departments or can complete the 
entire degree within the department. Part-time 
students typically finish the degree in 3 years.

DEGREES OFFERED:

MATH ED....................MA
Rather than operating under a 
general mathematics department, 
the Department of Mathematics 
Education at BYU is a separate 
entity with professors and classes 
focused specifically on the study of 
math education

FACULTY TO STUDENT RATIO

1:2

Most full–time graduate students receive 
teaching assistantships, which include 
a stipend and a tuition scholarship for 
program courses.

QUICK FACTS 

MARCH 1
APPLICATION DEADLINE FOR FALL/SUMMER


